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To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the 
Amble  Urban  District  Council. 


Gentlemen,— 


It  is  required  by  the  Ministry  of  Health  that  a Special 
Survey  Report  for  the  district  during  the  past  five  years  should 
be  made  out.  1 have  therefore  incorporated  with  my  usual  Annual 
Report  to  you  for  1925  details  regarding  the  five  years,  commencing 
with  the  year  1921. 


lou  will  find  that,  during  this  quinquennial,  there  has  been 
a steady  decrease  in  the  population  of  the  Urban  District.  The 
estimates  of  the  population  as  at  30th  June  of  each  year  have 
been  based  on  the  adjusted  1921  (Census)  figures  after  allowing 
for  the  varying  rates  of  natural  increase  or  decrease  as  evidenced 
by  the  Births  and  Deaths  in  the  area,  and  of  migration  as  indicated 
from  other  sources  of  information,  such  as  the  changes  in  the 
-numbers  on  the  Electoral  Register,  &c. 


Concurrently  the  Birth-rate  has  decreased  each  year  until 

.•nf  • 1 COmf  less  than  three-quarters  of  that  in  192L  although 
still  higher  than  the  rate  for  England  and  Wales 


Y Th<i  ,,D®ath  ‘ rate  is  more  pleasing  to  note,  is  also  down 
You  wiU  observe  in  the  analysis  of  the  death-rate  in  the  bodv  o 

high  anPd°lowa  Pfh  Sf ' T eff'uCt’  the  rat3  bei"*  alternate! 
high  and  low.  This  year  s rate  is  the  lowest  during  the  five  years 

There  is  little  difference  in  the  deaths  of  infants  under  one'vnr 

10  dying  in  1921  and  9 in  1925.  Between  the  ages  of  Zl 

and  45  years  only  11  persons  died,  ' 0 yea 


This  year  again  we  have  had  no  cases  of  Smallpox,  although 
surrounded  by  an  infected  area. 

NATURAL  AND  SOCIAL  CONDITIONS. 

Amble  is  a seaport  town  situated  in  the  angle  between  the 
estuary  of  the  River  Coquet  and  the  North  Sea.  The  L rban 
District  is  flat  and  low  - lying,  and  has  few  trees.  It  is  greatly 
exposed,  especially  to  north-easterly  winds. 

The  town  is  built  of  stone  from  local  quarries. 

Most  of  the  men  are  employed  as  coal  miners  at  the  adjacent 
collieries  of  Newburgh  and  Broomhill,  which  are  distant  one-and-a- 
half  miles  and  three  miles  respectively  from  Amble. 

The  Amble  Shipbuilding  Company  employ  a number  of  men 
and  boys  at  their  Shipyard,  which  is  situated  just  outside  the 
Amble  district,  on  the  Braid. 

There  are  a few  fishermen. 

Coal  is  shipped  at  Warkworth  Harbour,  the  local  port. 

1.— GENERAL  STATISTICS. 

Area  (acres),  1220  acres  of  land  and  inland  water. 

Population  (1925),  4,637. 

Number  of  inhabited  houses  (1921),  1,049. 

Number  of  families  or  separate  occupiers  (1921),  1,065. 

Rateable  Value,  £17,882. 

Sum  represented  by  a penny  rate,  £60. 

AMOUNT  OF  POOR  LAW  RELIEF. 

The  amount  of  out-door  relief  expended  in  the  Urban  District 
for  the  year  ending  31st  December,  1925,  was  as  follows:  — 

In  money £761  19  6 to  ordinary  paupers. 

In  kind  £181  11  9 to  ordinary  paupers  and  to 

unemployed. 

Total  £943  11  3 

2.— EXTRACTS  FROM  VITAL  STATISTICS  OF 

THE  YEAR  1925. 


Total. 

M. 

F. 

Births  (Legitimate) 

. 87 

40 

47 

Births  (Illegitimate) 

. 4 

2 

2 

Birth  - rate  . . . 

19-6 

Deaths 

..  54 

32 

22 

Death  - rate... 

11-64 

Number  of  women  dying  in,  or  in  consequence  of,  childbirth : 

From  Sepsis * 

From  other  causes  (Nephritis)  1 


Death-rate  of  infants 


under  one  year  of  age  per  1,000  births  J 


Legitimate  . 
Illegitimate 
Total  . 


87-9 

110 

98-9 


Deaths  from  Measles  (all  ages)  Nil. 

Deaths  from  Whopping  Cough  (all  ages)  ...  Nil. 
Deaths  from  Diarrhoea  (under  2 years  of  age)  1 


One  infant  was  born  (and  died  in  an  hour)  outside  of  the 
town  in  another  area.  The  corrected  infantile  death-rate  should 
therefore  be  87-9. 


Birth-rate.  — The  Birth-rate  in  1925  was  19-6  per  1,000. 
Registered  births  numbered  91,  and  of  these  four  were  illegitimate 
and  4-39  per  cent,  of  the  births  registered. 


Mortality.  — During  1925,  46  deaths  were  registered  in  the 
Urban  District.  There  were  nine  transferable  deaths  inward  from 
other  areas  and  one  outward  transferable  death.  The  total  net 
deaths  numbered  54. 


They  occurred  throughout  the  year  as  follows:  — 


January  ... 

10 

May 

— 

September  ... 

2 

February... 

7 

June 

5 

October 

4 

March 

4 

July 

4 

November  ... 

<2 

April 

10 

August  ... 

h 

December  ... 

5 

The  ages  at  death  were  as  follows:  — 

Under  1 year  9 

1 and  under  2 years  1 

2 and  under  5 years 1 

5 and  under  15  years — 

15  and  under  25  years  4 

25  and  under  45  years 5 

45  and  under  65  years  15 

65  and  upwards  19 


Infant  Mortality  (under  1 year).— There  were  nine  deaths 
under  one  year,— 7 males  and  2 females.  The  following  rates 
for  Amble  during  the  past  ten  years  are  given: — 1916,  59.4;  1917, 
62.5  ; 1918,  90.9;  1919,  58.2;  1920,  40;  1921,  77,5;  1922,  105.2;’  192s’ 
34.78;  1924,  88.23;  1925,  98.9. 


(4) 


Premature  Birth  and  Marasmus  each  caused  two  deaths,  and 
there  was  one  death  from  each  of  the  following:  Acute  Enteiitis, 

Malnutrition,  Convulsions,  Broncho-pneumonia.  I could  not  trace 
the  cause  of  one  death,  as  it  was  not  registered  in  the  Urban 

District. 

• 

In  the  following  tables  will  be  found  the  Birth  and  Death 
rates,  the  ages  at  which  death  occurred  and  the  principal  causes 
of  death  during  the  five  year  period  : 


Year. 

Estimated 

Population. 

Births. 

Birth-rate 

! per  1,000. 

1 ■ 

Deaths. 

Death-rate 
per  1,000. 

1921 

4840 

129 

26.65 

58 

11.9 

1922 

4814 

114 

23.68 

68 

14.12 

1923 

4801 

115 

23.95 

56 

11.66 

Vi 

1924 

4673 

102 

21.82 

72 

15.4 

1925 

4637 

91 

19.6 

54 

11.64 

Eng- land  and  Wales. 

O 


• 

— 

— 

- 

V. 

1925 

- — 

— 

18.3 

12.2 

THE  AGES  AT  WHICH  DEATH  OCCURRED. 


ruder 
1 year. 

1 and  S 
under  2 
years. 

2 and  j 
under  5 
years. 

5 and 
years, 
under  15  ' 

15  and 
under  25 
years. 

25  and 
under  45 

years. 

45  and 
under  65 
years. 

65  and 
upwards. 

To- 

1921 

ur 

4 

3 

2 

2 

4 

11 

22 

5 

l 

1922 

12 

6 

3 

2 

5 

2 

15 

23 

& 

1923 

4 

1 

2 

7 

3 

3 

7 

29 

5 

1924 

9 

4 

4 

4 

4 

3 

17 

27 

n 

i 

1925 

9 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

— 

4 

5 

15 

19 

5 
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PRINCIPAL  CAUSES  OF  DEATH. 


# Heart- 
Disease. 

M 

o 

o 

Li 

$ 

d 

H 

— < 

C3 

*V 

Pneumonia. 

b£ 

rH 

.5  JH 
8*1?> 

Apoplexy. 

d 

77 

w 

1921 

7 

6 

6 

3 

2 

1 

2 

1922 

5 

1 

5 

6 

6 

4 

4 

1923 

3 

7 

5 

— 

4 

3 

1924 

3 

! 1 

8 

6 

— 

4 

3 

1925 

10 

3 

9 

5 

— 

5 

1 

* Including  Diseases  of  the  Blood  Vessels. 


3.— NOTIFIABLE  DISEASES  DURING  TIIE  YEAR. 


Diseases. 

Total  cases 
notified. 

Treated  at 
Home. 

Admitted 
to  Hospital. 

Total 

Deaths. 

Diphtheria. 

8 

8 

nil. 

nil. 

Scarlet  Fever. 

3 

3 

nil. 

nil. 

Lobar  Pneumonia. 

2 

2 

nil. 

2 

Tuberculosis. 

5 

4 

I 

3 

Puerperal  Fever. 

i 

t 

nil. 

I 

Oerebro  Spinal  Fever 

i 

nil. 

i 

i 

Chicken  Pox. 

16 

16 

nil. 

nil. 

(6) 

Analysis  of  the  total  cases  and  deaths  under  age  groups. 


Age  Group 

Diphtheria 

Scarlet  Fever 

Lobar 

Pneumonia 

Chicke 

n Pox 

Puerperal 

Fever 

Cerebro-S  pinal 
Fever 

Notifications 

Deaths 

Notifi  cations 

Deaths 

Notifications 

4- 

33 

$ 

a 

Notifications 

Deaths 

Notifications 

Deaths 

X 

.2 

4-> 

o3 

O 

C 

! 

Under  1 year. 

2 

... 

1-2  years. 

I 

• • • 

2-5  years. 

I 

— 

5 

• # • 

i 

I 

5-10  years. 

m 

O 

— — 

I 

IM 

8 

• t • 

10-15  years. 

2 

K 

i 

• • • 

1 

/ 

15-20  years. 

I 

i 

20-30  years. 

i 

• » • 

1 

I 

GO-65  years. 

1 

1 

Totals. 

8 

3 

... 

2 

2 

16 

... 

I 

1 

i 

1 

The  analysis  of  the  cases  of  Tuberculosis  will  come  under 
the  head  of  “ Tuberculosis  ” later  in  the  report. 

There  was  an  improvement  in  the  type  of  Diphtheria  over 
that  of  last  year.  In  the  main  it  was  mild.  One  case  was 
laryngeal  and  required  tracheotomy.  All  the  cases  received 
antitoxin  treatment  and  recovered. 

There  were  only  three  cases  of  Scarlet  Fever  in  the  district, 
although  six  houses  were  disinfected  during  the  year  oh  account 
of  it;  three  houses  had  patients  who  were  infected  in  the  latter 
end  of  1924. 

The  solitary  case  of  Cerebro  - Spinal  Fever  died  in  Walker 
Gate  Fever  Hospital,  Newcastle-upon-Tyne. 

Patients  with  infectious  disease  are  isolated  as  strictly  cs 
possible  in  their  own  homes,  as  there  is  no  Infectious  Diseases 
Hospital  in  the  district  to  which  they  can  he  removed.  I must 
say  that  the  general  public  have,  in  general,  more  enlightened 
views  on  the  question  of  infectious  diseases.  Most  of  them  do 
not  now  consider  it  a necessary  and  inevitable  inconvenience  that 
their  children  should  take  “ what  is  going  ” and  get  it  over. 
They  are  encouraged  to  take  reasonable  precautions  to  prevent 
the  spread  of  infection  from  one  member  of  the  family  to  the 


remainder  and  to  discourage 
invalid  to  the  infected  house. 


the  visits  of  little  playmates  of  the 


It  would  be  much  simpler  for  all  concerned  if  the  patient 
could  be  removed  immediately  to  an  isolation  hospital  w eie 
proper  treatment  and  adequate  nursing  would  be  given,  with  t e 
result  that  after  a period  of  quarantine,  the  home  could  be  dis- 
infected and  the  other  children,  if  any,  allowed  back  to  schoo  . 
At  present  it  is  quite  possible  for  a child  to  miss  many  months 
of  schooling  if  it  should  so  happen  that  an  infectious 
disease  such  as  Scarlet  Fever  gets  into  his  home.  First  one  child 
takes  it  and  is  convalescing,  when  another  child  may  take  it  and 
so  on  until  the  last  case  is  free  from  infection. 


A conference  was  held  in  July  in  Alnwick  at  which  was 
discussed  the  possibility  of  several  adjacent  Urban  and  Rural 
District  Councils  uniting  to  support  a Joint  Infectious  Disease 
Hospital.  No  further  progress  has  been  made  in  the  matter. 

Disinfectants  are  supplied  free  by  the  Council  and  may  be 
obtained  at  the  Council  offices. 


When  cases  are  free  from  infection  the  house  is  disinfected 
by  the  Surveyor.  Formalin  vapour  is  used.  The  town  possesses 
a Portable  Steam  Disinfector  (“  Newman  ’’)  by  which  infected 
clothing  may  be  disinfected  and  verminous  and  infected  clothing 
and  bedding  can  be  disinfestated. 

Smallpox.  — INo  primary  vaccinations  and  re  - vaccinations 
were  performed  by  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  under  the  Public 
Health  (Smallpox  Prevention)  Regulations,  1917. 


TUBERCULOSIS. 


Fiew  Cases. 

I)ea 

ths. 

Age  Periods. 

Pulmonary. 

Non- 

Pul  monary. 

Pulmona  ry. 

Non. 

Pulmonarv. 

V 

1 — 5 years 

• — 

1 

— 

1 

5 — 10  years 

1 

' * 

— 

10 — 15  years 

• — * 

*— 

■ 

• — ■ 

15—20  years 

1 

1 

| 

1 

• — 

20 — 25  years 

1 

j 1 

— 

45 — 65  years 

— 

— 

1 

— 

3 

! 2 

3 

1 

. 

(8) 


Five  new  cases  of  Tuberculosis  were  notified  during  the  year, 
as  shown  in  tabular  form  above;  all  were  females.  One  non- 
pulmonary  form  occurred  as  tuberculosis  mesenteric  glands  in  a 
child  of  15  months,  and  proved  fatal.  The  other,  in  group  15-20 
years,  formed  a cold  abscess  in  the  neck,  and  as  the  patient  had 
removed  to  Edinburgh  she  was  treated  there.  Of  the  pulmonary  types 
the  child  in  group  5-10  years  was  greatly  improved  by  treatment, 
but  those  in  groups  15-20  years  and  20-  25  years  did  badly.  One 
had  valvular  disease  of  the  heart,  and  both  cases  proved  rapidly 
fatal.  The  patient  in  group  45-  65  years  was  a male  who  had 
been  often  in  various  Sanatoria,  particularly  Woolley  and 
Edinburgh.  He  did  well  for  many  years  until  his  lar\nx  became 
infected,  when  he  died  in  November. 


The  boy  mentioned  in  the  report  of  1924  in  group  5 - 10  years 
was  admitted  to  Stannington  Sanatorium  in  October  of  this  year, 
and  was  doing  well  at  the  end  of  the  year.  The  girl  in  group 
10  - 15  years  in  the  same  report  is  quite  healthy  now.  The  married 
woman  in  group  20  - 25  years  was  admitted  to  Woolley  Sanatorium 
and  was  discharged  towards  the  end  of  November,  greatly 
improved. 


OPHTHALMIA  NEONATORUM. 


There  were  no  notifications  or  cases  of  this  disease  in  Amble 
during  1925. 


4.— CAUSES  OF  SICKNESS. 

There  was  no  special  cause  of  sickness  in  Amble  during  the 
year.  There  was  a considerable  amount  of  influenza  present  in 
the  Spring  and  Winter.  The  Summer  was  short  and  Winter  set 
in  very  early;  there  was  no  pleasant  weather  right  up  to 
Christmas  as  we  often  have  here,  to  shorten  the  Winter. 

Amble  is  greatly  exposed,  and  at  most  seasons  of  the  year 
there  is  a cool  wind  blowing  which  becomes  particularly  keen  in 
Winter  and  Spring.  Once  aclimafised  to  the  clear,  cold  air,  the 
average  citizen  finds  it  a very  healthy  spot. 


5.— SUMMARY  (FOR  REFERENCE)  OF 
NURSING  ARRANGEMENTS,  HOSPITALS  AND 
OTHER  INSTITUTIONS  AVAILABLE  FOR 


THE  DISTRICT 


Professional  Nursing  in  the  Home. 

(a)  General.  There  is  a Nursing  Association  in  Arable  affiliated 
to  the  Northumberland  Nursing  Association.  This  local 
Association  derives  its  funds  from  voluntary  subsea  lptions. 
The  Nurse  principally  does  surgical  work,  e.g. , dressings, 
Ac..,  and  attends  patients  who  require  skilled  attention,  e.g. , 
for  prevention  of  bed  sores.  She  also  does  a few  maternity 
cases,  but  always  with  a doctor. 


(b)  For  Infectious  Diseases.  There  are  no  nursing  arrangements 
for  cases  of  Measles,  Scarlet'  Fever,  Ac.  The  patient  is  nursed 
at  his  or  her  home  by  relatives  under  the  direction  of  the 
doctor. 


Midwives. — There  are  no  Midwives  practising  in  the  District. 


Clinics,  &C-— There  are  no  Clinics  in  Amble.  The  School 
Doctor  sends  defective  children  for  treatment  to  their  family 
doctor. 


There  is  no  institutional  provision  for  unmarried  mothers, 
illegitimate  infants  or  homeless  children  in  the  district. 

Hospital  Administration. 

The  Hospital  Accommodation  in  Amble  consists  of  one 
Isolation  Hospital,  situated  on  the  Links.  It  is  an  iron  building 
and  has  four  beds.  It  was  erected  for  the  reception  of  smallpox 
patients. 

The  Hospital  was  in  good  condition  and  was  regularly 
inspected  and  aired. 

No  Hospital  exists  for  other  infectious  diseases. 

There  is  no  other  Hospital  in  the  district. 

For  Tuberculosis,  Woolley  Sanatorium  is  available  through 
the  Countv  Council. 

t/ 

Ambulance  Facilities. 

(a)  For  Infectious  Cases.  There  is  no  ambulance  for  infectious 
cases  and  none  is  at  present  required,  as  these  cases  are 
nursed  at  home. 


(H 


(b)  For  KToft-infectious  and  Accident  Cases.  There  is  a Colliery 
Ambulance  (Motor)  stationed  at  Broomhill  Colliery  about 
three  miles  away,  outside  of  the  Amble  Urban  District.  It 
is  free  to  subscribers,  and  a fee  is  charged  to  non-subscribers. 

6.— LABORATORY  WORK. 

In  cases  of  infectious  disease,  where  necessary,  preparations 
are  examined  for  the  Council  at  the  Durham  University  College 
of  Medicine  Laboratory,  Newcastle-on-Tyne.  The  opportunity  is 
afforded  to  all  doctors  practising  in  the  district,  and  is  taken  full 
advantage  of  by  them  Diphtheria  Antitoxin  is  stocked  by  the 
M.  O.  H.  for  the  Urban  Council,  and  is  supplied  free  to 
practitioners  for  use  in  cases  which  require  it.  It  is  promptly 
used  in  all  cases  of  Diphtheria. 

7.— SANITARY  ADMINISTRATION. 
Administration  of  Local  and  General  Adoptive  Acts. 

The  following  Acts  have  been  adopted  by  the  Council:  — 
Private  Street  Works  Act. 

Public  Health  Acts  Amendment  Act,  1890 
(Parts  I and  III). 

Infectious  Disease  (Prevention)  Act,  1890. 

Public  Health  Acts  Amendment  Act,  190*7. 

No  local  Acts  have  been  adopted. 


Work  of  Sanitary  Officials. 

(a)  The  Report  of  the  Surveyor  for  the  year  1925  is  appended. 

(b)  The  Report  of  the  Inspector  of  Nuisances  for  the  year  1925 
is  appended. 


Refuse  Disposal  and  Scavenging. 

Ten  Ash  Closets  and  two  Privy  Middens  were  abolished  and 
replaced  by  Water  Closets.  Water  Closets  were  supplied  to  40 
new  houses. 


In  the  district  there  were  at  the 

V 


end  of  1925: — 


Fresh  Water  Closets 
Ash  Closets 
Privy  Middens 

i 


495 

410 

20 


• ♦ » 


* • • 
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During  the  last  five  years  there  has  been  a steady  increase 
in  the  number  of  fresh  water  closets,  arjd  a large  increase  this 
year,  accompanied  by  a gradual  decrease  in  the  number  of  Ash 
Closets.  This  is  shown  by  the  accompanying  table:  — 


Year. 

Water  Closets. 

Ash  Closets. 

Privy  Middens. 

1921 

407 

435 

23 

1922 

412 

430 

23 

1923 

417 

423 

23 

1924 

437 

420 

22 

1925 

495 

410 

20 

It  is  gratifying  to  find  such  a change  in  the  position  of  affairs 
in  five  years.  Ash  Closets  outnumbered  Water  Closets  by  28  in 
192 L ; now  they  are  in  the  minority  by  85, — a turnover  of  113.  1 

would  like  to  see  the  Privy  Middens  entirely  abolished  during  my 
term  of  office,  but,  at  the  rate  of  three  per  five  years,  I am  afraid 
it  will  be  left  to  my  successor  to  see  their  total  abolition.  The 
Urban  Council  is  very  wisely  making  preparation  to  supply  the 
large  amount  of  water  which  will  be  required  by  the  increasing 
flush  closets  and  baths,  by  providing  a secondary  reservoir 
capable  of  holding  a million  gallons  and  which  was  under  con- 
struction at  the  end* of  the  year.  This  will  be  very  necessary  if 
we  ever  get  a dry  season. 

I t is  satisfactory  to  notice  also  the  increased  number  of  Ashbins 
which  are  now  in  use  as  -compared  with  previous  years.  Ashbins  have 
a great  advantage,  apart  from  their  convenience  in  emptying,  in 
that,  being  covered,  ’ they  prevent  flies  from  using  the  refuse  as  a 
breeding  ground.  As  flies  are  well  proved  carriers  of  disease  and 
filth,  anything  which  helps  to  diminish  their  numbers  is  highly 
welcome. 


Another  item  of  interest  from  a sanitary  standpoint,  as  well 
as  from  aesthetic  considerations,  is  the  complete  demolition  of  the 
open  ashpits  and  privy  ashpits  which  faced  Mark’s  Row.  In 

place  of  these  there  is  a broader  highway,  a good  footpath 

which  was  badly  needed — and  a prospect  of  u trees  sprouting  a 
shady  boon, 
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The  excretal  and  dry  refuse  was  removed  by  the  Council’s 
employees  in  their  usual  satisfactory  manner. 

The  Milk  Supply. 

The  milk  supplied  to  the  town  was  of  the  usual  good  quality. 
All  the  Cowsheds  have  impervious  floors,  are  well  drained,  lighted 
and  ventilated.  They  were  kept  clean  and  whitewashed  regularly, 
and  all  had  a good  water  supply  from  the  town’s  mains. 

No  case  of  Infectious  Disease  was  traced  to  the  Milk  Supply. 

Other  Foods. 

The  general  food  supply  of  the  town  was  satisfactory.  The 
premises  where  food  was  prepared  and  sold  were  kept  in  good 
condition. 

No  prosecutions  took  place  under  the  Food  and  Drugs  Act. 

There  is  one  Bakehouse  in  the  town.  It  is  lined  with  white 
glazed  tiles.  It  was  found  in  a clean  and  satisfactory  condition 
at  each  inspection. 

Slaughter-houses. 

There  are  two  Slaughter  - houses  in  Amble.  They  are  kept 
clean  and  whitewashed.  Each  has  a good  supply  of  water  laid  on. 

One  carcase  was  destroyed  owing  to  extensive  disease  due  to 
Tuberculosis,  otherwise  there  was  no  diseased  meat  in  1925. 

There  is  no  Public  Abattoir. 

1914.  1925  1925  Dec. 

Registered 3 2 2 

Licensed  — — — 


Total 3 2 2 

Water  Supply. 

The  Water  Supply  during  1925  was  of  the  usual  good  quality 
and  abundant  in  quality. 

The  supply  is  constant. 

The  analysis  of  the  water,  with  the  analyst’s  report  is  as 


follows : — i 

1913.  1909. 

Total  solid  matter  in  solution  dried 

at  212  degs.  F 2.4500  2-2960 

Chlorine  existing  as  chlorides  * 1-539  2-336 

Ammonia  0.012  0010 

Albumenoid  Ammonia  0-002  0 003 

Nitrogen  existing  as  Nitrates  0-013  0 003 

Oxygen  absorbed  in  15  minutes  at  80 


deg.  F Not  determined,  do, 
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1913.  1909. 


Oxygen  absorbed  in  four  minutes  at  80 


deg.  F 

Lead  and  other  poisonous  metals  ... 

Hardness  before  boiling 

Hardness  after  boiling 

Appearance  in  2ft.  tube 

Smell  when  heated  to  100  degs.  F. 
Microscopical  exam,  of  sediment  ... 


0-114  0012 

None.  None. 

. ..  Not  determined  do. 

. ..  Not  determined  do. 
Brownish  turbidity 
None.  None. 

. ..  Satisfactory.  Satisfactory. 


This  water  will  be  rather  hard,  though  not  to  an  objectionable 
extent.  Organically  it  is  fairly  pure  water,  and  it  is  in  our 
opinion  suitable  for  drinking  and  general  domestic  use.  The 
sample  contained  in  suspension  nearly  a tenth  of  a grain  per 
gallon  of  iron  hydroxide  and  it  is  chiefly,  if  not  entirely,  this  to 
which  the  turbidity  of  the  water  is  due. 


Sewerage  and  Sewage  Disposal. 

The  water  carriage  of  sewerage  in  the  town  discharges 
its  sewage  by  a main  outfall  sewer  into  the  harbour,  and  by  a 
small  outfall  sewer  into  the  tidal  gut. 


It  was  satisfactory  during  the  year.  Twelve  blocked  drains 
required  attention,  and  new  drains  were  laid  to  the  water  closets 

which  replaced  the  ash  closets  and  privy  middens,  and  to  the  new 
houses. 


Rivers  Pollution. 

The  insanitary  condition  of  the  Amble  Gut,  a tidal  gut 
emptying  into  the  River  Coquet,  which  has  been  pointed  out  in 
previous  reports,  still  remains  unabated. 

Lodging-houses. 

One  lodging-house  is  registered  in  the  district.  It  has  been 
found  clean  and  tidy  at  each  inspection.  No  cases  of  infectious 
disease  occurred  in  it  during  the  year. 


Schools. 

There  are  five  Elementary  Schools  in  the  Urban  District.  All 
are  in  a sanitary  condition-,  with  an  efficient  supply  of  water. 

No  school  closure  was  necessary  for  infectious  disease,  either  in 
1925  or  in  the  previous  five  years. 
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8-PUBLIC  HEALTH  STAFF. 

1.  Medical  Officer  of  Health,  part  time,  half  salary  from  the 
County  Council. 

2.  Sanitary  Inspector  and  Surveyor,  whole  time  officer. 


9.— HOUSING. 

During  1921,  1922  and  1923  no  new  houses  wrere  built  in  the 
Urban  District  in  spite  of  the  crying  want  of  houses.  There  were 
several  reasons  for  this  state  of  affairs.  The  primary  and  most 
important  cause  was  that  building  was  very  dear.  This  stopped 
the  speculative  builder  completely  as^  with  the  prospect  in  the 
future  of  falliing  prices,  rents  would  soon  be  uneconomic.  In 
addition,  the  community  had  not  recovered  from  the  disastrous 
coal  strikes;  money  was  tight.  In  1923  the  Council  offered  free 
sites  in  the  Albert  House  estate,  and  this,  together  with  the 
Government  subsidy  of  £75  per  house,  made  building  more 
attractive  to  private  enterprise.  Applications  for  sites  began  to 
reach  the  Council  by  the  end  of  the  year.  In  1924  the  Council 
considered  46  applications  for  sites,  and  it  approved  pllans  during 
the  year  for  28  parlour  - type  houses  and  16  non-parlour-type.  As 
a result,  building  began,  and  by  the  end  of  the  year  ten  parlour- 
type  and  four  non-parlour  type  houses  had  been  completed  and 
occupied,  while  the  remaining  houses  for  which  plans  had  been 
approved  were  almost  ready  for  occupation.  In  1925,  when  all 
the  sites  in  the  Albert  House  estate  had  been  taken  up,  the  Council 
offered  a bonus  of  £25,  together  with  the  Government  grant  of  £75 
per  house,  as  an  inducement  to  build  elsewhere  in  the  Urban 
District ; as  a result  eight  houses  were  erected  in  Acklington  Road. 
In  all  60  houses  have  been  built1  during  the  last  two  years. 

There  is  still  a deficiency  of  small  houses  of  the  two  - three 
roomed  type  for  young  married  people.  Many  of  these  at  present 
are  still  living  in  with  their  parents. 


10.— PORT  SANITATION. 


The  vessels  arriving  at  Warkworth  Harbour  were  regularly 
inspected  during  the  year.  In  1925,  383  vessels  arrived  in  the 
harbour,  as  compared  with  365  in  1924.  The  total  tonnage  was 
196„678,  or  12,516  more  tonnage  than  in  1923. 

Form  A. — Amount  of  shipping  entering  the  Port  Sanitary 
District  during  the  year  1925:  — 


Total  Foreign  Vessels 
Total  Coastwise 


Number.  Tonnage. 
...  175  A 25,976 

...  208  70,702 


Total 


383 


196,678 


Number  inspected  by  M.O.IL,  31. 

Number  inspected  by  Sanitary  Inspector,  211. 
The  ships  were  found  in  a satisfactory  condition, 
Form  B. — 250  rats  were  destroyed  in  1925. 

Form  C. — No  vessels  were  plague  infected. 

No  vessels  were  plague  suspected. 

No  vessels  were  from  infected  ports. 


All  the  rats  destroyed  were  brown  rats;  they  were  killed  b> 
poison  ((<  Dalroc”)  ; the  bodies  were  not  examined  macroscopically, 
microscopically  or  bactcriologically  for  disease.  There  was  no 
case  of  infectious  disease  on  any  of  the  ships.  All  cases  of  sickness 
are  immediately  investigated.  The  town  has  a Smallpox  Isolation 
Hospital  of  nominally  four  beds,  but  which  can  take  in  double 
that  number  in  an  emergency.  Other  cases  of  sickness  have  to  be 
treated  on  board  as  there  are  no  facilities  in  The  town  for  them. 
If  an  infectious  disease  is  discovered  on  board  a ship,  the  crew 
are  not  allowed  ashore  until  the  ship  and  they  are  free  from 
infection.  Ships  in  quarantine  have  a station  allotted  to  them. 

No  deaths  occurred  on  board  any  of  the  ships  in  1925. 

The  Council  have  a portable  steam  disinfector  whereby  clothing 
and  bedding  can  be  disinfected  and  disinfestated. 


11.— FACTORIES  AND  WORKSHOPS. 

There  are  12  factories  and  27  workshops  in  the  district.  Nine 
children  and  young  persons  were  examined  in  1925,  and  none 
•were  rejected.  . 

The  various  premises  were  kept  in  a sanitary  condition.  No 
written  notice  was  served  and  no  prosecutions  wrere  instituted.  No 
nuisances  required  abatement,  and  there  were  no  offences  under 
the  Factory  and  Workshops  Act. 

The  following  are  registered  workshops:  — 

Dressmaking  and  Millinery 5 

Tailoring 3 

Bake-houses  1 

Trades  such  as  Blacksmiths,  Plumbers,  Joiners, 

&c 18 

There  were  no  workplaces  and  no  outworkers. 

In  conclusion,  Gentlemen,  please  accept  my  thanks  for  your 
courtesy  and  consideration  to  me  throughout  the  year. 

1 wish  also  to  thank  your  Surveyor,  Mr.  Burton,  for  the 
efficient  and  ready  help  he  has  always  given  me. 

I am,  Gentlemen, 

Your  Obedient  Servant, 

JAMES  ANDERSON  LOUGHRIDGE. 
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THE  ANNUAL  REPORT  OF  THE 
SANITARY  INSPECTOR  OF  AMBLE 
FOR  THE  YEAR  1925. 

To  J.  A,  LOUGHRIDGE,  M.B.,  Ch.B. 

Dear  Sir,-—' 

I beg  to  present  my  Report  of  the  Sanitary  Administration 
of  the  Amble  Urban  District  for  the  year  1925,  together  with  the 
tabular  statements  required. 

Housing. — The  Erection  of  New  Houses  by  private  enterprise 
has  been  continued  during  the  year,  and  the  remainder  of  the  free 
sites  on  the  Council’s  Housing  Estate  have  been  taken  up  and 
the  whole  of  the  houses,  with  the  exception  of  two,  have  been 
completed  and  occupied  at  the  end  of  the  year. 

As  soon  as  the  whole  of  the  sites  on  the  Council’s  estate  were 
taken  up,  the  Council  agreed  to  make  a grant  of  £25,  in  addition 
to  the  Exchequer  grant  of  £75,  towards  the  cost  of  the  erection 
of  houses  in  any  part  of  the  Urban  District,  and  eight  houses  have 
been  erected  on  sites  in  Addington  Road. 

Twenty  non-parlour  type  houses  with  a floor  area  of  850  sup. 
feet  each  and  26  parlour  type  houses  with  the  maximum  floor 
area  of  950  sup.  feet  have  been  completed  and  occupied  during  the 
year,  making  a total  of  60  houses  completed  and  two  under  con- 
struction during  the  past  two  years. 

The  demolition  of  old  buildings  and  the  widening  of  the  three 
main  roads  around  the  estate  is  nearing  completion. 

The  housing  shortage  has  not  yet  been  met,  and  it  is  hoped 
that  private  enterprise  will  provide  additional  houses  during  the 
coming  year. 

The  number  of  houses  inspected  and  the  number  of  defects 
remedied  are  set  out  in  the  tabular  statements.  In  22  houses 
defects  were  remedied  after  informal  notices,  and  in  three  houses 
defects  were  remedied  after  statutory  notices. 

Sanitary  Conveniences. — Ten  Ash  - closets  and  two  Privy 
Middens  have  been  abolished  and  Water  Closets  have  been  sub- 
stituted in  lieu  thereof,  and  two  Privy  Ashpits  and  three  Open 
Ashpits  have  been  demolished  and  new  Ashbins  provided  for  house 
refuse, 
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In  connection  with  t lie  Housing  Scheme,  dilapidated  ashpits 
and  coalhouses  covering  an  area  of  80  square  yards  have  been 
demolished  and  the  area  added  to  the  roadway,  which  has  been 
widened  eight  feet. 


Eight  defective  water  closets  have  been  repaired  during  the 
year;  21  new  ashbins  have  been  provided  and  11  ashbins  replaced. 

The  number  of  water  closets  in  the  district  at  the  end  of  the 
year  is  495 ; ash  closets  410,  and  privy  middens  20. 


Drainage.  — Twelve  nuisances  arising  from  blocked  drains 
have  been  abated,  and  three  defective  drains  have  been  taken  up 
and  renewed. 


New  drains  have  been  laid  to  the  12  wTater  closets  substituted 
for  ash  closets  and  privies  wThich  have  been  abolished. 

The  cement  paving  of  three  yards  has  been  repaired. 

Sewers. — The  sewerage  system  has  wrorked  quite  satisfactorily 
during  the  year,  and  no  flooding  has  been  experienced  in  any  part 
of  the  town  from  heavy  rainfalls  and  high  tides. 


Disinfection.' — Fifteen  houses  have  been  disinfected  owing  to 
cases  of  infectious  disease,  — scarlet  fever  (6),  diphtheria  (8), 
tuberculosis  (1). 

Formalin  lamps  were  used  in  all  cases,  and  the  infected 
bedding  from  one  house  was  destroyed  by  burning. 

Shipping.— The  amount  of  shipping  entering  the  port  during 
the  year  was  as  hereunder: — • 

Inwards.  Number  Tonnage. 

Foreign — - 

Steamers <..  171  ...  125,347 

Motor  1 ...  365 

Sailing 3 ...  264 

Fishing — ...  — 

f 


175 

125,976 

Coastwise — 

Steamers , ,, 

Motor  .it  ...  ...  «ti  ... 

Sailing 

Fishing 

• ••  • # • XX 

42 

...  67,844 

. . . 536 

986 
1,336 

208 

70,702 

Total  Foreign  and  Coastwise  ...  383  196,678 


Two  hundred  and  eleven  vessels  were  inspected,  of  which  80 
were  British  vessels  from  foreign  ports;  43  were  British  vessels 
from  home  ports;  49  were  foreign  vessels  from  British  ports;  and 
39  were  foreign  vessels  from  foreign  ports. 

There  were  no  cases  of  infectious  disease,  and  no  rats  were 
found  on  any  of  the  vessels  entering  the  port. 

As  in  former  years,  steps  were  taken  to  destroy  rats  in  the 
vicinity  of  the  docks  and  in  other  parts  of  the  Urban  District, 
and  it  is  estimated  that  250  rats  were  destroyed.  They  were  all 
brown  rats. 

Scavenging. — The  whole  of  the  scavenging  of  the  district  is 
carried  out  by  the  Council’s  workmen,  who  make  bi  - weekly 
collections  of  all  house  refuse. 

The  refuse  is  tipped  in  a disused  quarry  half  a mile  from 
the  town,  and  precautions  are  taken  from  time  to  time  to  prevent 
rats  from  harbouring  amongst  the  refuse. 

No  complaints  have  been  made  of  any  nuisance  arising  from 
the  tipping  of  refuse. 

Dairies  and  Cowsheds. — The  Dairies,  Cowsheds  and  Milk- 
shops  have  been  kept  in  a satisfactory  state  of  cleanliness  during 
the  year. 

They  are  all  supplied  with  water  from  the  town  mains  and 
are  regularly  limewashed. 

The  number  of  persons  registered  is  as  under:  — 

Wholesale  Purveyors  of  Milk 4 

Retail  Purveyors  of  Milk 10 

Cowkeepers  and  Dairymen  8 

Number  of  cows  kept  (approx.)  100 

Two  of  the  wholesale  purveyors  of  milk  deliver  outside  the 
district. 

Factories  and  Workshops.— There  are  12  factories  and  27 
workshops  in  the  district,  and  they  have  all  been  kept  in  a cleanl,v 
condition.  No  notices  have  been  served. 

A joinery  establishment  in  the  town  has  been  considerably 
enlarged  and  fitted  with  new  and  up-to-date  machinery. 


Slailghter-hoilSCS.— There  are  two  Slaughter-houses  in  the 
town,  and  these  are  regularly  limewashed  and  kept  in  a cleanly 
state. 

Regular  inspections  of  the  slaughter-houses  are  made  during 
the  hours  of  slaughtering,  and  one  whole  carcase  of  42  stones  was 
surrendered  and  destroyed  owing  to  extensive  tuberculosis. 

A 

A warning  was  given  under  the  Meat  Regulations,  1925,  in 
one  case  where  meat  was  exposed  for  sale  without  any  proper 
covering,  and  there  has  not  been  a recurrence  of  the  offence. 

Water  Supply. — The  Water  Supply  has  been  adequate  for  all 
domestic  and  industrial  purposes. 

A commencement  was  made  in  the  latter  part  of  the  year  with 
the  construction  of  an  additional  reservoir  of  one  million  gallons 
capacity,  but  owing  to  the  severe  frosts  and  snow  very  little 
progress  has  been  made. 

I am.  Sir, 

Your  Obedient  Servant, 


W.  BURTON. 
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SANITARY  INSPECTOR’S  ANNUAL  REPORT:  Year  ending  December  31st,  1925 


Water 

Supply.  Drainage.  Sanitary  Conveniences. 


SUMMARY  OF  WORK  EFFECTED : 


District  : 

AMBLE. 

Inspector:  Wm.  BURION. 

Year  1925. 


Privies  abolished 

Privies  repaired 

Privy  Ashpits  abolished 

Privy  Ashpits  Roofed  or  Repaired 

Pail  Closets  abolished 

Water  Closets  provided 

Water  Closets  repaired 

Sanitary  Bins  provided... 

Sanitary  Bins  renewed  ... 


New  Drains  constructed 
Drains  repaired  or  reconstructed 
Additional  Gullies  provided 
Old  Gullies  replaced 
Scullery  Sinks  provided 
Scullery  Waste-pipes  repaired 
Scullery  Waste-pipes  trapped 
Yards  repaired  or  reconstructed... 


After 

Letter 

or 

Interview  , 

After 

Informal 

Notice. 

After 

Statutory 

Notice 

Total. 

12 

12 

Nil 

Nil 

5 

5 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

12 

12 

5 

3 

8 

21 

21 

11 

11 

Nil 

Nil 

13 

13 

Nil 

Nil 

1 

1 

1 

1 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

3 

3 

Sources  closed  or  discontinued — Nil. 
New  service  provided — Nil. 


No.  of  houses  affected — Nil. 
No.  of  houses  affected — Nil. 


RIVERS  POLLUTION  : 

Cases  Detected — Nil.  Remedied — Nil. 

S,Df  Works  provided — Nil.  Particulars — Nil, 


(22) 

UNSOUND  FOOD. 


Inspector:  WM.  BURTON. 
Year  1925. 

Surrendered. 

Seized. 

Legal  Proceedings. 

1. 

Beef  (home-killed). 

Stones. 

42  stones. 

> 

2. 

Beef  (imported). 

)l 

3. 

Mutton  (home-killed). 

33 

4. 

Mutton  (imported). 

33 

5. 

Pork. 

35 

6. 

Game. 

Lbs. 

• pH 

Z 

•Th 

Z 

Z 

7. 

Poultry. 

33 

8. 

Fish. 

33 

9. 

Fruit. 

33 

10. 

Canned  Goods.  Tins  or  cases. 

11. 

Baicon. 

Lbs. 

12. 

Cheese. 

33 

13. 

Butter. 

33 

• pH 

Z 

Z 

z 

14. 

Lard . 

33 

15. 

Other  Foods. 

REMARKS  (with  result  of  any  Consequent  legal  proceedings) : NIL. 

FOOD  AND  DRUGS  ACTS. 


No. 

Samples  taken. 

Analysis. 

Remarks  as  to  action  taken  and  result 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

District:  AMBLE  URBAN  COUNCIL 
Housing  (Inspection  of  District)  Regulations,  1910. 

(Tabular  Statement  as  required  by  Article  V.) 


Inspector:  WM.  BURTON. 

Total 

SUB- DISTRICTS, 

1 Number  of  dwelling-houses  inspected  ... 

2 Number  considered  “ unfit  for  habitation” 

3 Complaints  as  to  f (a)  Householders 

4 “unfitness”  by  \ (b)  Parish  Councils  ... 

95 

38 

Nil 

Nil 

5 pi  • fNo.  of  “ Representations  to  L A.” 

6 q i ” ) No.  of  Orders  made... 

7 [ No.  determined  after  repair 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

• 

8 No.  of  f (a)  After  “ Informal  Notice  ”... 

9 houses  J (b)  ,,  Notice  under  Sec.  28 

10  made  fit  for  1 (c)  „ Closing  Order  made 

11  habitation  [ (d)  By  L.A.  in  default  of  owner 

22 

3 

Nil 

12  No,  of  ( ( a ) After  notice  under  Sec.  28 

houses  closed  ! 

13  voluntarily.  ( ( b ) Without  “ Notice  ” 

Nil 

14  No.  of  f (a)  Under  “Demolition  Orders” 

houses  < 

15  demolished  ( ( b ) Voluntarily  by  owners 

Nil 

General  character  of  defects:  Roofs,  Plaster  walls  and  ceilings,  Dilapidated 

Outbuildings,  Fireplaces,  and  Floors. 


2 ( a ) No.  of  “ Representations  ” as  to 

- obstructive  buildings 


u 

•oo 

c 


(b)  No.  of  such  buildings  demolished 


22  ( c ) Representations  as  to 


Unhealthy  areas 


Nil 

Nil 

Nil 
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